From: Janine Barber

To: David Cole

Date: 2015 Jan 5
Until today, I didn't know enough to place you in the family tree.  From WikiTree I now see that your grandmother was Hesper Lucina (Gould) Simmons (1890-1973).  Furthermore I see that you are a direct descendant of James Gould (1765-1844) and Sophia nee Payne (1776-1791. . . . . as is my wife.  Sophia Payne is the gggg Grandmother of both of you, I think.  
JB: <Yes, she is!  AND the baptism of Ann is in the same website I had sent you earlier – Nova Scotia baptisms etc.  Their other children are also in that database.  At one of the baptisms, Lydia and John Payne attended, according to the pastor’s writings. 
 
However I still cannot firmly place your 1st cousin, Melanie, who sent you the typed note originally addressed to Melanie Simmons Bowley.  I presume that Melanie (1st cousin) is Melanie Simmons Bowley.  Is she the daughter of Clement Simmons? If so, who is her mother?
 
Ray and Hesper had five children  Shirley Rae Simmons and Richard Simmons were born after Mom, and Clement Merrill Simmons and Roberta

(Simmons) Martin were born first.  I don’t know all the details of their lives, so I’ll look them up on my Dad’s genealogy and get back to you.
 
Dad’s records include about 500 names.  My nephew retained the data on a Mac computer and loaded it to my laptop on the Sunday after Christmas.>

If you supply me with the birthdates of these living people, I won't publish them on the web for all to see. 
 
Who wrote the typed note and around when was it written?
JB: < Richard Simmons married Aunt Byrd. Their daughter Melanie is my first cousin.  Melanie and Aunt Byrd started a bookstore, Simmons and Simmons, in Albuquerque, NM.  Melanie has other sisters and brothers, and most of them have children – in New Mexico. 
 
Uncle Clem has daughters and a son who are still alive, mostly nearing or in retirement.  Clem was very bright and had the advantage of a good education.  His daughter Suzanne is a cancer surgeon outside Boulder, Colorado, and his son Rick was quite high up in the US Navy when he retired.  I haven’t caught all this in WikiTree.>
 

 
Am I correct in deducing that Hannah (Gould) Day (1826-after 1928) is the sister of Henry Butter Gould (1790-1908) the father of both being William Butter Gould (1798-1865)?  If so, I don't understand why they say her father lived to be 92 years old. 
 
JB: < This is a key question I am researching as follows:

1)       I’ve mailed a request to New Hampshire to forward the archived probate records for William Gould.  New Hampshire records from Grafton County date the probate from January 4, 1865.

2)      I have some Haverhill NH census records showing William and Sophia Gould and their ages.  They’re not in an easy to read and scan format due to my learning curve regarding capture of the records.  They had more than one little girl.  Find a Grave has a gravesite for Hannah Gould Day, but I haven’t tracked it further.  Like you, I use the Internet for clues but have to research to obtain accurate records.

3)      I’ve contracted with Victoria Boutilier to research and provide the records from William Gould’s Cape Breton Land Petition in 1820, (NSARM microfilm 15797).  Her online information indicates that William Gould had two children at that time (in 1820); I’m hoping that either Sophia Magdelena (Boutilier) Gould or their children are explicitly noted in the application.

4)      Victoria’s website also notes a lawsuit regarding a mortgage foreclosure.  I haven’t spent time looking or analyzing that fact, but it MAY have caused the trip to New Hampshire. Perhaps William and Sophia lost their land, or their home?  I don’t know and cannot assume.>
 
Sorry for all of these questions. 
JB: <No problem!  Can you help me with a couple questions, too?  I still need info on Sophia Pain’s birth.  I need to get Sophia Magdelena (Boutilier) Gould's baptism.

When I get more time, I'll visit another family history center.  I need to find one nearbye and order some microfilm records.  
 
I have two genealogy books regarding the Goulds and the Leetes. >
 
By the way, if I publish anything from you in my article(s) that you wish to correct or that you wish to keep private, please let me know and I will do my best to rectify it. 
JB: < No problem.  I want to publish as well, for the Connecticut and perhaps New Hampshire genealogy societies.  I’m not ready yet.>
 
Of course, I presume that anything put on WikiTree isn't supposed to be private. 

JB: <Yes, I agree that WikiTree is public.  I made some mistakes in it, regarding the parent/child continuum, and I haven't gone back to fix it.  I've been writing to New Hampshire and Connecticut towns requesting birth, marriage, death certificates for the DAR certification.  
 
Here’s one for you:  A microfilm census from Nova Scotia shows James Gold from “Cockermouth NH” living in Nova Scotia.  Sadly, no one in that particular Family History Center knew how to print it.  I have to find it again. 

Here’s the connection:  Cockermouth was named after an Englishman, according to Wikipedia, and the town bore that name for only a few years.  The NH bible records, page 270, indicate that James, Phineas, and Ralph were born in Hollis; Mary, Theodore, and Esther, in Cockermouth; then the next few were born in Hanover.  So when James moved to Nova Scotia, and listed his hometown as Cockermouth, we have a GREAT clue that it was our James, in our time period, etc.  >
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